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This publication has been compiled by Department of Resources. 

© State of Queensland, 2024 

The Queensland Government supports and encourages the dissemination and exchange of its information. The copyright in 

this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) licence. 

 

Under this licence you are free, without having to seek our permission, to use this publication in accordance with the licence 

terms. You must keep intact the copyright notice and attribute the State of Queensland as the source of the publication. 

Note: Some content in this publication may have different licence terms as indicated.  

For more information on this licence, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/. 

The information contained herein is subject to change without notice. The Queensland Government shall not be liable for 

technical or other errors or omissions contained herein. The reader/user accepts all risks and responsibility for losses, 

damages, costs and other consequences resulting directly or indirectly from using this information.  

Interpreter statement: 

The Queensland Government is committed to providing accessible services to Queenslanders from all culturally and 

linguistically diverse backgrounds. If you have difficulty in understanding this document, you can contact us within Australia on 

13QGOV (13 74 68) and we will arrange an interpreter to effectively communicate the report to you. 
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1.03  25/02/2015  Updating policy to reflect current legislation. Approved by Manager, Geodesy and 
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standard referenced throughout document. 
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1 Purpose 

To provide a service that gives legal traceability of length to the national standard for distance 

measurements made using electronic distance measurement equipment (EDME).  

 

2 Rationale 

Section 20 of the Survey and Mapping Infrastructure Regulation 2014 requires surveyors to ensure 

their equipment is standardised. The department therefore offers a service to enable surveyors to 

validate the traceability of their equipment to the national standards. The service is based on the 

department being appointed as a verifying authority for length under the provisions of the National 

Measurement Act 1960 (Cth).  

The department is formally appointed as a verifying authority for length by the National Measurement 

Institute (NMI). As a prerequisite for appointment as a verifying authority, the department is assessed 

for its technical competence in providing calibration services by the  

National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA), in accordance with the requirements of AS 

ISO/IEC 17025:2018 General Requirements for the Competence of Testing and Calibration 

Laboratories. 

 

3 Procedure 

The department will maintain its appointment as a verifying authority for length with the National 

Measurement Institute.  

The department will continue to provide and maintain the infrastructure and procedures that are 

necessary for the community to achieve legal traceability for their EDME. This will be carried out 

through two services:  

 

3.1 Baseline Calibration  

The department will maintain certification of approved baselines, in accordance with Regulation 13 of 

the National Measurement Regulation 1999 (Cth). The department may certify any approved non-

departmental baselines and reserve the right to recover costs.  

The department will respond accordingly to reported instability or disturbance to the monuments of 

approved baselines.  

 

3.2 EDME Traceability  

The department will ensure that both the approved software and the recommended procedures are 

made available to the community for the purposes of achieving traceability of length for EDME.  

 

4 Definitions  

EDME - electronic distance measurement equipment  

NATA - National Association of Testing Authorities  

NMI - National Measurement Institute  

 



 

SIG/2013/395 Service for Legal Traceability of Length for Electronic Distance Measurement Equipment v1.06  08/03/2024 
Department of Resources 

Page 6 of 6 

 

5 Legislation  

Survey and Mapping Infrastructure Regulation 2014  

National Measurement Act 1960 (Cth)  

 

6 Keywords 

SIG/2013/395; Service for Legal Traceability of Length for Electronic Distance Measurement 

Equipment; Calibration; national standards; certification; legal traceability; electronic distance 

measurement equipment 
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